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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. CONN-241
HABS
PONEMAH MILLS WORKERS' HOUSES O onipd
o CUAFT
Lddregs: Shetueket and Norwich Avenues, Taftville, ‘
New London County, Connecticut

Precent Owner: Mr., Daignault

Pregsent Occupant: Various tenantsa

Present Use: Tenement houses

Brief Stotement  These sizx-Tamily Trame Senements are the largesl
of Significance: of three itypes of extensive employee housing bullt
by Gthe Ponemsh Mills iIn Taltviile.

PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, Physical History

i, Original snd subsequeni owners: These three six-family
tenements were bullt by the Ponemah Mills and rented to
thelr employees. They are one of three iypes of workers'
housing built by the Ponemah Mills. The basgic type which
supplied mecst of the housing was a two-family tenement,
one-and-a~half stories high. The compeny sterted building
these when they first began construction of the mill in
1866. The three six-family tenements were the second
type constructed sometime before 1900. After 1800 a
third type, a four-family tenement not much larger than
the original two-femily tbtenement, was bullt. In 1934,
vhen the company began selling its housing, Ponemah Miils
owned 206 dwelling houses. TFor the history of this sale,
see Pert I, B, Supplementel Material, below. In 1960,
Ponemsh Mills owned only three houses for the top officers

- of the company.

Dete of erection: Between 1871 and 1900.

L]

Sources of Informatioa: R. H. Hunt, "Ponemah Setilement”
(Student paper in office of Prof. Cerroll L., V. Meeks,
Yale University, New Haven, Connectlcut/e. 1959_/).

John D. Nolan, HUistory of Taftvilie, Connecticut(Norwich,
Connecticut: The Bulletin Press, 1940).

o

B. Supplemental Materisi: The following is extracted from
John D. Nolan, History of Taftville, Connecticui (Norwich:
1940), pp. 43-44:

Sele of the Ponemsh Tenement Houses

For the last several years many of the textile manufacturing
compenies have disposed of their tenement houses, either  at
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auction or at private sale. 2% the present time (1940)

it is probszble thel neasrly 211 the houses ipn such villages
heve become private property. In 1934, the Ponemah Mills
decided to dispose of the greater mmber of such houses,

and decided to sell them gt private sele, if possgible,
through the sgency of G. L. and H., J, Gross, ol Providence,
E, I, One hundred and eighiy-seven were 4o be sold, and the
preference was to be given, for a specified time, to the
tenanis occupying the houses. One hundred and one dwellings
were sold during the first week, and after a few more days
of a closed sale, the public was permiited to buy the dwelk
ings. The agents egtablished thelr headquarters in the
Commmmity bulilding at Taftville, and interest in the sale
was high as many of the tenants gought to secure thelr own
homes. There are 205 dwellings listed in the ssgessment of
the Ponemah Mills.

It was stated that the Community building, bosarding house,

15 houses occupied by overseers and second-hands were re-
served by the mill mansgement and were mnolt to e scold.

Deeds were delivered between June lst and 10th snd the mill
mansgement had agreed to take back a morigage of 60 per cent
of the sale price. LA policy of tiile insurence was given
the purchager and the company also agreed to furnish eleciric
light and water al fair rates, as in the past, The prices
for the dwellings ranged Trom 31600 to $2800 for the frame
structures, most of which are two znd four family houses.
There were four houses sold however for §1.250, The six-
family dwellings, were sold for gbout $5000; 16 brick houses
on Terrace avenue were listed at 34000 and one a2t $4200.
These brick siructures, with slate roofs conteains nearly

all modern dmprovements.

e, Gross during this gale, informed me that the conpany

was selling these houses at what they considered a fair
valugtion. This would conform Lo the taxation cor assessment
laws of both Hhode Islend and Connecticul. When the greater
nuwiber cof these houses were erecied, building maleriasl was
very cheap, lebor was very low, carpenter's receiving from
$1L.25 to §1.50 per day of 10 hours. The governmental expenses
of the itown were very light, the first sclectman received
$500 per year, with no cipenses; asgsessor, $300 per year

and the tax collector about FL100 per year; consequently
toxes were very low, and reuts in Taftville very cheap, iens-
ment of six rooms rented for $1.50 snd some less, per week.
When the houses went to private ownership, ltaxes Jjumped and
rents more than doublced.

Houses on Providence sireset were assessed at close to the
purchase price, bul on the other strecte they Increased ab
sn average of $500 or more above the price for which they
were bought, and the neajority of the people failed to resiize
that they were paying on en over veluation. In the deeds it
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it was stipulated thet uniil May 1, 1944, no building other
than a dwelling housc, or 8 private garage shall be erected
or meintained on any lot on said plob, with the exception

of the lots fronting on Second fvenue. Uniil gaid dabte no
building cther than g dwelling house, store, shop or private
garage shall be erected or meintained on geid plot. Any

part of which garage is nesrer 1o the line of the ztreet on
which the house or said lot faces than the rear line of said
housge or is nearer than 30 feet to the line of any other street.
The Ponemah Mills agree thet all taxes asscssed ageinst the
land upon the lists of October 1, 1932 and 1933, will be paid
in full as soon ss the smount is definitely debtermined. 4Ls
long as the Ponemabh §ills are obligated to maintaln sewars,
and drains, the buyer must pay to them, for the privilege,

$5 per year.

Regarding defavliing of payments ithe decds read: If the
buyer shall default in making the payments herein provided,
the Ponemah ills shall be at liberity upon refunding to

the buyer all vsyments made hereunder forthwith, to offer
said premises for gale elsewhere; bul nothing conteined here-
in shall prevent the seller from enforcing full performance
of the sgreement.

PART IT, ARCHITECTURAL, INFORMAT ION

L. General Ststement
1. Architectursl character: These are six-family frame
tenements, bullt as employee housing by the Ponemah
Mlle,
2. Condition of fabric: Good.
B. Technical Descripiion of Exterior
1. QOverall dimensions: These three six-~fanmily tenements
are long roctangular buildings, 2-1/2 stories hish, fecing
east.

2. Foundebions: Briclk

3. Wall consbruction: Frame covered with clepboards now
painted grey with white trdm.

/ Forches: Front doors on the east elevations of the
hulldings are ghellered by small flat roofs supporited
by large scroll shaped brackets.

5. Chimneys: One brick chimney for ecach apartment ox six
chimneys for each of the three unitis.
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6. Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: Hach aparbment hag a front
and a rear entrance with a four psnel door set in
a gimple wood Ivame. The front enlrances have rect-
angular top lighis. The apartments have identical,
but alternating reflected plans,so that the entrances
are paired rather than evenly spaced.

b. Windows and shuiters: Double hung windows in unre-
lieved fremes without shutiers. Front windows have
single light sash, over single light, rear windows
have 6 light sash over & light, and third floor
attic windows have 3 light sash over 3 Llight.

7. Rooi
2. Shape, covering: Gable roof, shingled.
b. Raves: Simple boxed eave with cyma recta crown

mold and a coVed bed mold.

Technical Description of Interior: The apavyiments are identical,
pvut with alternating reflected plans. Fach unit is the full
2-1/2 stories high, with two rooms, a kitchen} and a parlcer,

n the first flaor. ‘The interiors are simply {iaished with
plaster walls and ceilings and weod flcors and wrdmm,

Site

1. General seiiing: The three bulldings are arranged end
to end In a long, slightly curved row, They are on
level ground between two roads with shellow front and
rear yards.

2. Enclosures: Bacl yards are enclosed by picket fences

about 3' high, Front yerds are encloged b stone walls

gbout 3' high.

3. Landscaping: Informsl lendscaping with lawn, tress,
shrubs, and {lowers,

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
Hotionel Park Service
October 1960,



